
 
 

 
 
 

Jesus is Miraculous 

He Controls the Wind 
Jesus saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch 
of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, but when they saw 
him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, because they all saw him and were 
terrified. Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” Then he 
climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed (Mark 6:48-51). 

 

It’s not that hard to put ourselves in the disciples’ 
place as they strained at the oars fighting against 
the wind, is it? They had been rowing hard since 
evening, and now it was in the morning hours just 
before sunrise. Their muscles were aching. They 
must have been exhausted, but they still hadn’t 
managed to get across the lake. All that work with 
so little to show for it. 
 
Here we are at the end of summer. For many of 
us, summers bring a little bit of rest and 
relaxation. It’s time for vacations and family, 
home projects, and summer fun. But now that’s 
over. Back to school and back to deadlines. How 
often doesn’t it feel like we too are just straining 

against the oars, getting nowhere because the wind 
is against us? We finish our daily lists of things to 
do, only to discover a whole new list for 
tomorrow. We finish one assignment and the 
teacher gives us another. We strain at the oars 
with the wind against us. 
 
Now, we’ll never know how long the disciples in 
that boat could have kept rowing or if they would 
have reached their destination on their own. They 
didn’t have to. Jesus saw them hopelessly working 
and getting nowhere. He walked right across the 
water, comforted their fears, stepped into the boat, 
and the wind completely faded away. Jesus had 
the power to do the impossible and help his 
friends. 
 
It reminds me of my faith. There I was in the 
middle of a stormy life, trying to “get things right” 
and always being knocked back by sin and 
temptation. Then Jesus came in his Word and in 
baptism, stepped into my life, and my sin just 
faded away. He removed it by his work and his 
love. 
 
And that amazes me, just as it amazed the 
disciples. I may fight against the wind every day 
at work or at school, but I know that with God 
I’ve got smooth sailing. Smooth because Jesus has 
the miraculous power not just to control the wind 
or walk on water, but also to save my soul. And 
that’s completely amazing. 


